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The Effect of the War, in Russia and England, upon the Principal 
Articles of Russian Produce. By Riohabd Valpy, Esq. 

[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association at Glasgow, 
September, 1855.] 

The relative effect of the war upon the commerce of Russia and 
England, in respect of the principal articles of Russian produce, 
gives rise to a conflict of opinions. It is proposed in the present 
paper, to offer a few remarks, and some statistics, upon the subject, 
confining them, however, to articles commonly known as Baltic pro- 
duce, in which the two countries have traded principally with each 
other. 

It is a nice point as to which party, the producer or the consumer, 
suffers the most from an interruption of trade, because so many 
contingencies influence the consequent pressure ; but the cessation 
of a direct commercial intercourse is most probably attended with 
more embarrassment in Russia than in England to the parties inter- 
ested in particular articles of merchandize. In Russia absolute ruin 
would be the lot of many producers, and persons engaged in the 
export of raw materials, if access to the consuming markets was 
cut off; while, in England, the attraction of the same .substances 
from other quarters, and the substitution of other articles for manu- 
facturing purposes, would materially mitigate the effects of the loss of 
the usual supplies. 

These remarks may be received as supporting a prohibition of 
all import into this country of Russian produce, a policy which is 
often advocated, because of the greater blow that would be inflicted 
upon th» resources of Russia. It may be observed, in explanation, 
that as the stoppage of the export trade of Russia to all countries 
could not be effected under present circumstances, this country would 
certainly be placed in a disadvantageous position, in comparison with 
neutral countries, if, whilst their markets received Russian produce 
by land, we resolved rigorously to exclude all Russian produce from 
our own markets. 

TOL. IVIIT. PAET IT. T 



302 



Effect of the War on Bwsian Produce. 



[Dec. 



The principal productions of Russia, which come to us from the 
Baltic, are tallow, flax, hemp, linseed, and bristles. As there is no 
considerable number of manufactories in Russia to create a large 
home demand, a very large proportion of the produce is exported. 
In ordinary times, the chief proportion of the total quantities of 
produce exported is sent to England. It also happens that the 
principal articles which we are in the habit of importing from the 
Baltic ports of Russia, constitute our chief supply of such articles. 
England, therefore, offers to Russia the largest market for the dis- 
posal of her principal productions ; and Russia affords to England 
the principal supplies of certain raw materials. 

The following table of the Exports froin Russia, distinguishing the 
proportions to England, and of the Imports into England, with the 
proportions from Russia, shows the relative importance of England 
and Russia to each other, in the demand and supply of the articles 
enumerated*. 

EXPOETS PROM RUSSIA, 





Annual Average. — Three Years.— 1850-51-52. 




Total 
Quantities. 


Quantities to 
England. 


Proportions to 
England. 


Linseed qrs. 


927,003 

1,203,129 

909,997 

848,076 

25,540 


713,700 
770,021 
517,548 
510,048 
16,012 


77 per cent. 
64 „ 
56 „ 
60 „ 
63 



Imposts into England. 





Annual Average.— Three Years.— 1850-51-52. 




Total 
Quantities. 


Quantities from 
Eussia. 


Proportions from 
Eussia. 


Tallow cwts. 

Flax „ 

Linseed qrs. 


1,170,471 

1,473,228 

1,138,778 

679,619 

29,008 


753,785 

1,002,655 

601,362 

463,620 

23,615 


64 per cent 

67 „ 
53 „ 

68 „ 
81 „ 



* There is a considerable difference in the quantities representing the Russian 
exports to England, and the English imports from Russia; but such a discrepancy is 
not uncommon. The corresponding entries of the same articles in the custom-house 
accounts of two countries are seldom found to agree. 
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The large proportion of from one-half to three-fourths of the 
total of such exports from Russia went to England; and of the 
total of such imports into England, the like proportion came from 
Russia. In their trade, therefore, in certain important raw materials, 
the two countries have been almost equally dependent upon each 
other. 

Such was the state of trade between Russia and England in 
time of peace, and on an average of the three years 1850-51-52. 
If we compare with this average our imports of Russian produce 
in the years 1853 and 1854, we shall see the effects of an antici- 
pated interruption in our supply, and of the first year of actual 
warfare. 

In 1853, under the influence of political events, there was a large 
increase of our imports, especially from Russia itself ; but in 1854, 
with the exception of tallow and bristles, the total imports into the 
United Kingdom were well maintained, while the supplies from 
Russia were materially diminished. The following are the quantities 
and proportions for 1853 and 1854, compared with the average of 
the previous three years : — 





Total Imposts into United Kingdom. 


Articles. 


Average 

of 

1850-51-52. 


1853. 


1854. 


Increase or Decrease. 




1853, 
Over Average. 


1854, 
Over Average. 


Tallow.... cwts. 


1,170,471 


1,175,754 


749,721 


+ 0J per cent. 


—36 per cent. 


Flax „ 


1,473,228 


1,883,374 


1,303,235 


+ 28 


-12 „ 


Hemp .... ,, 


1,138,778 


1,237,872 


1,211,297 


+ 9 „ 


+ 6 „ 


Linseed., qrs. 


679,619 


1,035,335 


828,513 


+ 34 „ 


+ 22 „ 


Bristles. .cwts. 


19,339 


28,902 


16,141 


+ 49 


-16 „ 




Imposts toom Bdssia. 




Average 

of 

1850-51-52. 


1853. 


1854,* 
through 
Prussia. 


Increase or Decrease. 

* 




1853, 
Over Average. 


1854, 
Over Average. 


Tallow.... cwts. 


753,785 


845,962 


342,934 


+ 12 per cent. 


—54 per cent. 


Flax „ 


1,002,655 


1,287,993 


651,994 


+ 28 


-35 „ 


Hemp .... ,, 


601,362 


813,231 


386,824 


+ 35 


-37 ., 


Linseed., qrs. 


463,620 


765,019 


402,694 


+ 65 


-13 „ 


Bristles., cwts. 


15,181 


22,123 


7,326 


+ 46 „ 


-52 „ 



* After deducting the average imports from Prussia before the war. 



y2 



304 



Effect of the War on Russian Produce. 



[Dec. 



This table indicates, therefore, that, iti comparison with the 
average of 1850-51-52, our total imports of these articles, in 1853, 
increased from Oj to 49 per cent., and our imports from Russia, from 

12 to 65 per cent. In 1854, our total imports of tallow, bristles, and 
flax, decreased 36, 16, and 12 per cent, respectively, whilst hemp and 
linseed were increased by 6 and 22 per cent. But upon all these 
articles imported from Bussia in 1854, there was a decrease of from 

13 to 54 per cent., and the 13 per cent, (for linseed) is exceptionally 
small, because large quantities of that article came from the Black 
Sea, where the blockade was not then rigidly enforced. As far, 
therefore, as the Bussian trade with England is. concerned, the 
blockade of the Baltic ports, in 1854, may be said to have stopped 
one-half of the usual Bussian exports. And although, in 1853, 
Bussia sent to England considerably more produce, the exports from 
Bussia to all countries were not correspondingly increased. Bussia 
was not, therefore, compensated for the great diminution of trade, in 
1854, by a previous increased activity in 1«53. 

The increased exports to England in 1853, may be estimated by 
a comparison of their proportion to the total exports in 1853, and on 
the average of 1850-51-52. Of the total exports, there went to 
England — 



Tallow . 

Flax 

Hemp . 
Linseed 
Bristles 



On the Average 

of the Three Years, 

1850-51-62* 


In 1853.t 


77 per cent. 


87 per cent. 


64 „ 


74 „ 


56 


72 „ 


60 „ 


63 


63 „ 


66 „ 



* Per centage, on average of 1850, 51, and 52, of Bussian imports compared 
with entire supply. 
f Ditto for 1853. 



The importance of the Bussian exports, in 1853, as compared with 
previous years, may be seen in the following table, which gives the 
quantities and value of the principal articles in each year, from 1850 
to 1853. The average quantities of these exports, in 1850-51-52, 
have already been stated, but these more detailed particulars, from 
the Bussian accounts, will not be uninteresting. 
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Exports 


feom Russia. 










Quantities. 


Value. 




Years. 












Total. 


To England. 


Total. 


To England. 


Tallow 


- 1850 
1851 
1852 

, 1853 


Cwts. 

1,065,118 

963,811 

752,082 

936,080 


Cwts. 
753,111 
787,760 
600,231 
840,439 


£ 
1,727,056 
1,575,709 
1,253,793 

1,777,883 


£ 

1,209,877 

1,280,818 

994,676 

1,600,446 


Flax i 


1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 


1,384,588 

973,700 

1,251,099 

1,383,440 


945,333 

625,262 

739,467 

1,020,596 


1,768,455 
1,432,981 
1,604,230 
1,966,703 


1,237,149 
949,473 
978,832 

1,479,729 




1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 


875,550 

977,963 

876,480 

1,147,900 


510,990 
557,473 
484,180 
806,072 


1,037,922 
1,159,944 
1,060,044 
1,488,052 


615,298 

669,132 

596,259 

1,052,221 


Linseed < 


1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 


Qrs. 

771,982 

807,058 

965,188 

1,178,723 


Qrs. 
496,855 
472,448 
560,843 
742,345 


1,151,436 
1,575,709 
1,376,887 
1,790,398 


764,187 

731,399 

835,744 

1,173,861 


Bristles < 


1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 


Cwts. 

26,793 
25,971 
23,857 
28,631 


Cwts. 

17,917 

15,142 

14,978 

19,048 


415,365 
360,100 
351,989 
422,753 


307,940 
248,431 
253,839 
318,409 



A comparison of these figures proves that the total exports of 
these articles from Russia in 1853, were not, in general, beyond the 
largest amounts in the previous three years. 

The value given in the last table of the produce exported from 
Russia, shows how considerable is the worth of the Russian produce 
of which England has hitherto taken so large a share. In 1853, 
Russia exported these articles to the value of 7,445,789?., and the 
proportion which went to England alone, amounted to 5,624,666?., 
or 75 per cent. 

In the absence of returns of the total exports of Russian produce 
in 1854, we may, perhaps, estimate the quantities by our own imports. 
The imports of Russian produce, as recorded in England, are, however, 
larger than the Russian returns of exports to England. 

Upon the average of 1850-51-52, there was an excess in the 
English accounts of 5 per cent, for tallow ; 30 per cent, for flax ; 
16 per cent, for hemp ; and 47 per cent, for bristles. Eor- linseed, 
the excess was, in the Russian accounts, to the extent of 9 per cent. 
The imports into the United Kingdom, with a reduction in the ratio 
of these per centages, (except for linseed which will require an addi- 
tion,) may be taken as the quantities which would be given in the 
Russian accounts for the exports to England, and, by adding the 
same per centage proportions for the exports to all other countries, 
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as in 1853, we shall obtain an estimate of the total exports of the 
chief articles of produce from Russia in 1854. 

The next table exhibits this estimate in comparison with the 
average exports in 1850-51-52, and the percentage difference between 
1854 and the average year. As a test of the probable approxima- 
tion of the estimated to the actual exports, some figures from a 
foreign return are added, of the exports from the Prussian ports in 
1854. 



Articles. 


Average Annual 
Exports from 
Russia in the 
Three Years 
1860-51-52. 


Estimated 

Exports 

from Russia 

in 1854. 


Exports of 
Russian Produce 

from 

Prussian Ports 

in 1854. 


Per-Centage 

Differences 

between 1854 

and Average of 

1850-51-63. 


Tallow 


cwts. 
n 

, qrs. 


927,003 


465,500 


453,641* 
1,148,068* 


50 per cent. 


Flax 

Hemp .... 


1,203,129 
909,997 


702,147 i 
451,295 1 


Decrease. 
41 „ 
50 „ 




2,113,126 


1,153,442 J 




Linseed 


848,076 
25,540 


696,723 





* From a return by Dr. Hubner, of Berlin, after deducting, for the usual trade of 
Prussia, quantities to the extent of the exports in 1853. 



Prom the near agreement of the estimated exports with the 
exports from the Prussian ports, we may assume that this estimate 
represents, with tolerable' accuracy, the actual Russian exports in 
1854. We have already shown that the imports into the United 
Kingdom of Russian produce, in 1854, were generally less by nearly 
50 per cent, than on an annual average before the war ; and this 
last table of the probable exports from Russia exhibits about the 
same diminution. In a return from Liibeck, published by the Prench 
government, it is stated that the total quantities of the principal 
articles exported from Russia to that place, were 98,849 cwts., in 
1853, and but 40,889 cwts. in 1854, the decrease being 57,960 cwts., 
or 58 per cent. There can hardly, therefore, exist a doubt that the 
compulsory stoppage of the Russian trade by sea has already reduced 
the foreign commerce of Russia to one-half of what it was before 
the war. 

It is more difficult to arrive at any comparative results for the 
present year, 1855. Our imports of Russian produce from the 
Baltic have usually been received almost entirely in the last six 
months of the year, and the imports in the first six months of past 
years are too inconsiderable to afford the means of judging of the 
relative importance of the trade in each year. It is probable that 
the shipment of the articles from the Prussian, instead of the Russian 
ports, in 1855, may so alter the time of arrival in this country, as to 
change considerably the proportions of our imports in the first and 
second six months of the year. 
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Although the imports in the first six months of 1855 will not 
enable us to form an opinion upon the supplies of Russian produce 
that will probably reach us during this year; a statement of our 
imports is given, as some points of interest will be found in it. The 
first item that will attract attention, is the very large receipts of 
tallow, which amount to 323,495 cwts. against from 50 to 60,000 
cwts. in the corresponding period of the previous three years. This 
large difference cannot, however, be considered as the rate of increase 
we are to expect in the year. It must remain to be seen whether 
this large supply is chiefly produce intended to be sent to England, 
but which could not be forwarded in 1854, when there was a larger 
decrease in our imports of Russian tallow, than of the other principal 
articles, or whether the difference in the place of export has led to the 
larger portion of the year's supply arriving at an earlier period in 
1855, than in former years.* 





1st 6 months 


Imported from 

Russia and via 

Prussia. 


Imported from 

other Countries. 


Total. 




Cwts. 


Cwts. 


Cwts. 




C of 1852 


47,490 


194,979 


242,469 


Tallow 


J „ 1853 


58,605 


146,744 


205,349 


"J „ 1854 


50,934 


205,742 


256,676 




v „ 1855 


323,495 


134,245 


457,740 




1st 6 months 










f of 1852 


195,774 


305,102 


400,876 


Flax 


I „ 1853 


274,104 


353,072 


627,176 


-) „ 1854 


167,394* 


476,441 


643,835 




l „ 1855 


128,627f 


179,108 


307,735 




1st 6 months 










t of 1852 


10,777 


269,380 


280,157 




J „ 1853 


41,013 


203,715 


244,728 


| ,. 1854 


34,993 


293,511 


328,504 




l „ 1855 


97,441 


521,843 


619,284 




1st 6 months 










f of 1852 


118,662 


126,472 


245,134 


T .incppn 


J „ 1853 


126,342 


148,559 


274,901 


UlllnCCU 


-) „ 1854 


133,262 


139,682 


272,944 




I „ 1855 


101,101 


349,892 


450,993 



* Including imports from Prussia, but with a deduction, for Prussia's own exports, 
of the amount of imports received thence in 1853. 

t The whole from Prussia, and too small an amount for a reduction as in 1854. 



* The subsequent imports of tallow from Russia and Prussia in the three months 
ended 30th September, which amounted to the proportionately smaller quantity 
of 106,852 cwts., show that our imports in 1855 will have principally arrived in the 
first, and not in the second six months of the year. The quantities imported in 1855 
will be larger than in 1854, but the average of 1854 and 1855 will be far below the 
annual average before the war. The exports of tallow from Russia in the early part 
of 1855 were increased by produce intended for export in 1854, but which was de- 
tained by the early setting-in of winter and the stoppage of the ways of communica- 
tion. Recent commercial accounts from Russia report a falling-off in the exports in 
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Of flax, hemp, and linseed, the quantities received from Russia 
are too small to call for remark. With respect to the imports of 
these articles from other countries than Russia, the half-yearly 
returns are of more value, as the imports have taken place nearly 
equally, in the first and second six months of each year. A consider- 
able increase, in 1855, will be observed ; and this increased supply 
has been chiefly obtained from British India. 

The extent of the exports of produce from Russia, and of our 
imports of such produce, before and since the war, having now been 
examined, we may endeavour to investigate the respective effects of 
the war upon the two countries ; and, for this purpose, we must 
turn from quantities to value. 

The expectation and outbreak of war created a pressing and 
speculative demand for Eussian produce in this country, and induced 
a prevalence of high prices ; and comparatively large imports from, 
all countries did not save the English consumer from the disad- 
vantages of advancing prices. The cost of articles may have been 
unnecessarily enhanced in the English markets ; and it is quite pos- 
sible that the consequent loss to the English consumer may have 
been greater in proportion than the gain to the Eussian producer. 

The high prices of 1854, consequent upon the interruption of 
commercial operations, have not been maintained in 1855. 

The fluctuations in the prices, in England, of the principal articles 
of Eussian produce, are shown in the next table, (p. 309,) which 
contains the first weekly quotation of prices in each month, for each 
year, from 1852 to 1855, taken from the London price current. 

With reference to these prices, for each year, it may be remarked 
that — 

In 1852, the range closely corresponded with the previous years, 
1850 and 1851. 

In 1853, tallow and hemp, alone, experienced any considerable 
rise. Tallow varied from 44s. 3d. to 58*. 6d., against 35s. 6d. to 
47s. 3d. per ewt., in 1852 ; and hemp from 351. to 39Z. 10s., against 
291. 10s. to 381. 10s. per ton, in 1852. Tallow continued to advance 
throughout the year, but hemp declined after the first four months. 

In 1854, all the articles rose in price, particularly upon the 
declaration of war in March ; and hemp was then very much 
advanced, in comparison with 1853 ; the highest price for tallow was 
67s. 6d. against 58s. 6d.; for flax, 561. against 41Z.; for hemp, 701. 
against 39Z. 10s; and for linseed, 65s. against 48s. Tallow and 
linseed remained high throughout the year, but flax and hemp soon 
fell, and considerably, towards the end of the year. 

In 1855J only linseed shows as high a price as in 1854, and it 
has advanced from 65s. to 72s. per qr. Tallow has declined, and 
having been at 49*. 3d., or 10s. below the lowest of 1854, was 55s. 
in August, or about 10s. below the highest in 1854. Hemp is also 

the present year. Messrs. Smith's circular of October 29th states that, according to 
accounts from St. Petersburg to the 8th of October, the quantities of tallow dispatched 
were 48,553 casks in 1855, and 66,154 in 1854. Of the quantity dispatched this 
year, 19,000 casks have arrived, and of the remaining 30,000, it is thought under 
15,000 may reach the German Ports before the winter sets in. This would show an 
export of 34,000 casks out of 48,553 dispatched. 
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much lower, having been 56Z. in January, as compared with 101. in 
April, 1854, and in August it was 4M. 10s. Flax is quoted at 40Z. 
to 46Z., in August, against 56?., in May, 1854. 

For the important articles, tallow, hemp, and flax, there has been, 
in England, a considerable reduction of price, in 1855. 

It does not appear that prices have risen in Russia to compensate 
the producers for the greatly diminished exports. In the absence of 
more complete information, respecting prices in Russia, the following 
quotations are given. 

{December, 1852 — at St. Petersburg — New Tallow, about 41«. per cwt. 
March, 1853 ,, ,, about the same price. 

July, 1855 „ „ 32*. 10<f. per cwt. 

Flav (December, 1852 — at St. Petersburg about 37/. per ton. 

(12 heads') 1 March ' 1853 " about 29/. „ 

v ■''(July, 1855 — at Kovno, on the frontier about33/.15s.perton 



n f December, 1852 — at St. Petersburg about 28/. per ton. 

(dean) { March > 1853 » about 29/. „ 

'" (July, 1855 — at Kovno, on the frontier about32/.5s. „ 

With an actual decrease between the prices in July, 1855, and 
December, 1852, it may be doubted whether prices, in Russia, could 
have risen, in 1854, in anything like the same proportion as in 
England.* 

The prices here quoted for 1855 are unfavorable to the Russian 
producer. "With low prices, working expenses increased by the 
pressure of the war, and an enhanced cost of transport, the producers 
must now be placed in a most unfavorable position. 

It is true, that a considerable addition to the market price is paid 
in Russia for the transport of produce by land to the frontier, but 
this extra payment to a class of persons who convey the produce, 
probably at a low profit upon the wear and tear of their property 
employed, and for want of their usual occupation, cannot compensate 
the nation for the loss suffered by the serious check upon the chief 
sources of wealth. 

The cost of transport by land, in Russia, is increasing ; and as 
it must continue very high, that alone will prevent the existence 
of any considerable trade. "With a price of 321. 10s. per ton, for 
tallow, at St. Petersburg, no less than HI. 10s., in addition, is 
stated to be the cost of carriage to Memel, with 51. more for 
delivery in London. If 191. 10s. per ton, is the cost of conveyance 
to London, instead, perhaps, of less than one-fourth that amount, 

* The following annual range of prices in Russia has since been received, and 
prove that no material advance was established in 1854, and that low prices have 
prevailed in 1855. 



1853. 


1854. 


1855. 


». d. s. d. 


s. d. s. d. 


s. s. d. 


Tallow, new, per cwt. 37 9 to 44 7f •••• 


.... 28 9 to 38 7f 


32 to 34 9-f 


£ s. £ 


£ £ 


£ 


Hemp, clean, per ton 24 3 to 28{ 


30 to 40$ 


31J 




£ 


£ £ 


Flax, 12 head 


31J 


30 to 32$ 


+ At St. Petersburg. 


% At Kovno. 





1855.] Effect of the War on Russian Produce. 311 

when the sea passage was open, the price, in Russia, must remain 
very low, for tallow to come to England, in competition with supplies 
from other countries, and also with the important article of palm oil, 
the import of which has greatly increased, and which can be much 
used as a substitute for tallow. 

That Russia can export by land what she has hitherto sent by 
sea, is next to impossible. The distances to be traversed, the com- 
parative absence of practicable routes, and the bulk of the articles 
to be forwarded, would be great impediments in time of peace, even 
when all the resources of the country were in free operation. 

A French report from Liibeck thus enumerates the obstacles to 
an extensive trade in Russia by land : — " Insufficient means of 
carriage ; want of roads, and necessary depots ; damage to merchan- 
dise ; and increased cost of carriage." In this country even, it 
would not be found an easy matter to transport large quantities of 
such articles as coal and cotton, from one extremity of the land to 
the other, (and that distance does not afford an adequate comparison 
with the journeys that must be performed in Russia,) if only the 
ordinary roads and some extent of inland navigation were available. 

The results of the inquiry attempted in the present paper may 
be thus stated : — 

That, previous to the war, Russia exported her principal Baltic 
produce chiefly to England, and England imported such productions 
chiefly from Russia. 

That, since the outbreak of war, the exports of produce from 
Russia have diminished to a greater proportionate extent than the 
general imports of such articles into England. 

That there has not been an increase of value of produce in Russia, 
to compensate the producer for the decrease of exports ; whilst 
supplies from other countries than Russia, and the use of substi- 
tutes, will prevent the consumer, in England, suffering from very 
high prices. 

That the difficulties, and consequent expense, of transport by 
land, in Russia, render the injuries of the blockade necessarily very 
severe. 



